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India, Brazil and South Africa submit their INDCs ahead of 1st
of October Informals Deadline.

Factor CO2’s INDC update

B

razil, India, Indonesia, South Africa and more than other 50

In the run-up to the Twenty-first Conference

Parties submitted their Intended Nationally Determined

of the Parties (COP21) of the UNFCCC,

Contributions (INDCs) to the United Nations Framework

Factor CO2 assesses the post-2020 of

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) ahead of the

pledges made by Parties. In this fifth issue,

informal deadline of October. World’s top-10 GHG emitters

Factor CO2 provides an overview of the

(bar Iran and Saudi Arabia) have already communicated their

pledges of the 10 biggest GHG country

pledges towards COP21, to be held later this year in Paris. The cards

emitters.

are therefore already laid on the table, but what to expect from
them?

Most of the INCDs establish 2030 national
mitigation

goals

in

absolute

terms,

in

comparison to past (1990, 2005) or foreseen
Mimicking Chinas target, India has put forward a relative target, and
aims to cut its carbon intensity per unit of GDP by -33%/35% relative to
2005 levels. On the other hand, it is notable and praiseworthy that
Brazil has pledged a 37% reduction by 2025 in comparison to 2005
emissions. This would mean to go back to its 1990 levels, making a
remarkable effort to develop the economy in a low carbon scenario.

GHG levels (BaU 2030). However, some
Parties have expressed their mitigation goal
with reference to relative targets, such as
carbon

intensity

targets

(China,

India,

Chile) or per-capita emissions (Armenia,
Israel, Kyrgyzstan).

Unfortunately, other countries such as South Africa, have not
stablished a specific reduction target. Instead, it pledges to “peak,

In order to estimate the global emissions

plateau and decline GHG emissions trajectory range".

reduction, Factor CO2 first estimates the
GHG emission by 2030 in absolute terms,

Taking into account all the data available, estimations of the biggest

and then identifies Party’s absolute GHG

GHG emitters indicate that emissions by 2030 will not be reduced in

emissions in 1990. The difference between

comparison to world’s 1990 levels, but will actually increase in more

the two values is the percentage of global

than 75% (See Graph Historical GHG Emissions vs. 2030 Pledges, TOP

reduction by 2030 compared to 1990 levels.

GHG Emitters). Negotiators and policymakers will need, therefore, to

(See table of INDC Mitigation Pledges as

work hard to try to achieve COP21’s success, which would result in a

Communicated by Parties)

universal and binding climate treaty for the post-2020 period.

Summary and findings
TABLE: INDC MITIGATION PLEDGES AS COMMUNICATED BY PARTIES (updated on the 1st of October 2015)

NOTES

HISTORICAL GHG EMISSIONS vs. 2030 PLEDGES, TOP GHG EMITTERS

NEXT STEPS

INDC STATUS:

⇒
⇒
⇒

Submitted INDCs: 119

⇒

Expected GHG variation compared to 1990 with the submitted INDCs: At
least 53%

Parties represented: 147
Global GHG emissions % covered by Parties which already submitted:
91.41%

